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Smart Growth Initiative 

•! Began as a result of the boom of       

casino development on beachfront 

•! Formed Coastal Resource 

Management Plan, held stakeholder 

meetings 

•! Host annual Coastal Development 

Strategies Conference since 1999 

•! Wrath of Hurricane Katrina, Aug. 

2005—loss of view-shed and natural 

assets 



Mississippi Gulf Coast 



Hurricane Katrina 



Building Resiliency 



•! Need to maintain the unique heritage of the 

Mississippi Gulf Coast  (Sense of place). Six 

coast counties designated National Heritage 

Area. 

•! Development of Smart Growth Toolbox 

What do we want to look like?   



Partners 

Harrison, Jackson, Hancock, Pearl River, Stone and George counties 

Cities of Pascagoula, Gautier, Moss Point, Lucedale, Biloxi, Gulfport, 
D’Iberville, Long Beach, Pass Christian, Bay St. Louis, Waveland, 

Wiggins, Picayune, Poplarville 
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